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9th June 2024

Press Release n. 51

SEC: Lebedevs wins Final 1

Final 1 of the Speedway Euro Championship 2024 series took place in Debrecen, Hungary,
and saw Andzejs Lebedevs claim the victory in a single round for the first time in his
career.

But it was Jacob Thorssell to have a phenomenal start: the Swede, substituting the injured
Dimitri Berge, unexpectedly won the inaugural heat. Andzejs Lebedevs finished second,
overtaking Mikkel Michelsen on the first lap. Kacper Woryna confidently won the second
heat, thanks to a great start from the fourth gate.

Timo Lahti began the second series with a victory. Thorssell was second, increasing his
tally to five points. Surprisingly, Leon Madsen finished fourth for the second consecutive
time. Mikkel Michelsen also struggled, the three-time Individual European Champion had

only two points after two series.
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Maciej Janowski had to wait until his third race to secure his first victory in this year's
cycle. The winner of the SEC Challenge in Daugavpils scored three points in the 9th heat.
Michelsen, after a poor start, bounced back by skillfully using the track in Debrecen and
overtaking his rivals on the outside.

The fourth series featured numerous overtakes. Defending champion continued his
winning streak. In the 15th heat, Vaclav Milik and Patryk Dudek had an intense battle for
the win, with Dudek, the fourth-placed rider in TAURON SEC 2023, coming out on top.
Maciej Janowski overtook Leon Madsen on the track in the final heat of the series.

In the last series, Andzejs Lebedevs remained unbeaten for the fourth time, securing his
spot in the final. Patryk Dudek finished second in the main phase. The last chance race
featured Maciej Janowski, Jacob Thorssell, Mikkel Michelsen, and Kacper Woryna fighting
for the final two spots in the final. Janowski and Thorssell advanced.

In the final, Patryk Dudek had the best start but made an error, causing him to crash on
the first turn and get excluded from the restart. In the rerun, Andzejs Lebedevs emerged
victorious after

a thrilling battle, with Maciej Janowski and Jacob Thorssell completing the podium.

Final results, top three

1. Lebedevs (LAT), 17 points

2. Maciej Janowski (POL), 12+3 points
3. Jacob Thorssell (POL), 11+2 points
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EMX65 / EMX85 European Championship:

South West and South East Zone Semi Final

Pictures copyright: Marius Dincd (Romanian Motorcycling Federation)

The first Semi Final of the EMX65 / EMX85 European Championship was hosted by Romania
with the flawless organization of the Romanian Motorcycle Federation. Zarnesti welcomed
the best riders of the South West and South East Zone: the traditional Romanian motocross
track was well prepared by the Jitsu Zarnesti Club for the youngsters of South Europe,
who were ready to chase the dream of qualifying to the prestigious Loket Final that will
be held on the 20-21th of July in July.

EMX85
It was Italy 's Andrea Uccellini (Husgvarna) from SW zone who managed to win both races.
Race 1 he started on third place going after two French riders: Kenzo Ferez (KTM), who

was leading, and SW zone leader Leo Diss-Fenard (KTM) in second place. By lap 5, Uccellini
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was second and next lap he moved into first place opening quite a gap. By the end of the
race, Ferez was relegated to P4, while Italian Edoardo Riganti (Husqvarna) finished third.
In Race 2 Uccellini took the holeshot and led the whole race until the end, mastering the
technical track of Zarnesti and winning the overall with maximum points. Second in the
last race and also for the overall the Italian Riganti, who managed to edge French rider

Diss-Fenard into the third step of the overall podium.

EMX65

Croatian Roko Ivandici (KTM) from SW zone took the holeshot of both races and won by a
great margin, clearly making a statement that he is going all-out for the Final in Loket.
He won the overall with maximum points in front of French rider Timotei Cez (Gas Gas),
twice in P2. With a sixth place in Race 1 and a well-deserved third place in Race 2, the

French rider Mathys Agullo (KTM) completed the podium.

EMX85 top three

1. Andrea Uccellini, ITA
2. Edoardo Riganti, ITA
3. Leo Diss-Fenard, FRA

EMX65 top three

1. Roko Ivandic, CRO
2. Timotei Cez, FRA
3. Mathys Agullo, FRA
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EMX125 and EMX250 European Championship:

Valk and Zanocz come out victorious at Kegums

The sand track of Kegums, Latvia, hosted the sixth round of the EMX125 and EMX250
European Championship. The challenging Latvian track that has been modified for the
occasion and surrounded by forests, made it for a thrilling show for both classes with some
exciting and challenging racing across the board.

The EMX250 sees Gabriel S5S24 KTM'S Cas Valk getting on the top step of the podium at
Kegums with a 1-3 while it was the red plate Fantic Factory Racing EMX125’s Noel Zanocz
who climbed back up on the top step of the box.

EMX250

The start of Race 1 was dominated by VRT Yamaha Racing’s Ivano Van Erp who burst off
the starting line to take the lead, closely followed by his teammate and local star, Karlis
Reisulis. Behind them, Cas Valk from Gabriel SS24 KTM and RFME GASGAS MXJunior Team’s

Elias Escandell eying a mov to attack upfront, while red plate holder Bud Racing
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Kawasaki’s Mathis Valin found himself in 6th, trailing Joe Brookes but ahead of his main
championship rival, the Beddini GASGAS Factory Juniors sensation Valerio Lata.

The US rider, Gavin Towers from VRT Yamaha Racing had his race cut short as he went
down on the opening lap and had to withdraw from the race.

By Lap 2, Valk quickly demonstrated the speed that earned him pole position and overtook
first Reisulis after the Latvian tipped over early on, to move into 2nd. The battle for the
lead intensified at the end of the first lap, with Valk executing a perfect move on the
finish line jump to edge past Van Erp after a brief game of cat and mouse. Valk became
the new race leader on lap 2.

Early on, Valin and Lata overtook Brookes, moving up to 5th and 6th respectively. Brookes
finishing the race at an encouraging 7th place. On lap 5 of 14, Valin continued his
aggressive push, swiftly passing Escandell to move up 4th while Lata took a little longer
and made the decisive move on Escandell on lap 8. Escandell had to settle for a solid 6th
in the end.

Meanwhile, the fight for second place became a fierce contest between Yamaha VRT
teammates Reisulis and Van Erp. Despite tipping over, Reisulis came back strong to get
behind Van Erp. The Dutch’s best efforts were not enough to keep the 2nd spot on lap 5,
as the home favourite, Reisulis, made a great move to jump on the inside and moved up
2nd with the crowd cheering for him.

Reisulis harnessed the energy from his home supporters to fight for the lead, narrowing
the gap to just 1.4 seconds behind Valk by lap 7, as he pursued his first race win of the
season but had to settle for 2nd in the end with Valk bringing it home to win the race.
Van Erp finished 3rd.

The fight for 4th kept going between the top two in the championship, Lata and Valin,
and it was the Italian’s determination that made the difference. Lata forced Valin wide
with authority as he cut inside in a corner on lap 11. Lata pulled away to finish 4th while
Valin settled for 5th.
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In the second race, a brilliant Escandell rose on top with a holeshot in front of Valin, Lata
and Van Erp. Home rider Reisulis sit in 5 after the first corners. Valin started push behind
Escandell while Reisulis made a great move to cut a corner and pass Lata for 3rd and kept
another impressive charge to pass both Valin and Escandell in the opening lap to top take
charge of the race in front of Valin.

On lap 3 of 14, Escandell who was battling with Lata for 3rd completely misjudged a jump
and crashed down. This allowed Valk to get on the back wheel of Lata. The Dutchamn
finally managed to pass the Italian with a good outside inside line to move up 3rd.

The pace was frantic as all riders pushed hard to get to the front and atthis game Valk
was well place as he passed Valin for 2nd on lap 4. Reisulis showed an impressive control
as he clocked the fastest lap and pulled 6 seconds clear of Valk, 2nd.

On lap 6, Valin made a costly mistake as he crashed out of 3rd to pick himself up in 5th
while his teammate Benjamin Garib showed up well in 7th place.

Valk meticulously reduced the gap with race leader Reisulis to 4.4 seconds on lap 7 and
ate away the Latvian advantage. Feeling the heat, Reisulis stayed focus on the task he
had to win his home round.

A nail-biting finale for the home fans and everyone watching the race ensued as Lata
invited himself to the battle. Reisulis had to hold on at the lead to win the overall but
Valk incessant pressure made it hard to maintain the lead for the Latvian. With 3 laps to
go, a huge battle really began with the top three riders. With Lata hot on Valk’s wheels,
Reisulis was allowed to pull a little bit away. Lata and Valk engaged in an striking give and
take, but Lata was the man of the moment as he finally passed the Gabriel 5524 rider and
rushed toward the race leader with only 2 laps to go.

Reisulis had to stay in front to win the overall but Lata had other ideas and showed
tremendous speed. In a spectacular finish, Reisulis maybe thought he could go the whole
way but with several corners to go Lata stroke and took the lead to win the race!
Heartbreaking finale for Reisulis who nearly won in his country but in the end settled for

2nd and 2nd overall which gave Valk an stunning overall win with 1-3.
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With a 5-5 and 5th overall, Valin remained in red plate but only 13 points ahead of Valk

which shows that the championship is all but done!

EMX250 Overall - Top 10 Classification: 1. Cas Valk (NED, KTM), 45 points; 2. Karlis Alberts Reisulis (LAT,
YAM), 44 p.; 3. Valerio Lata (ITA, GAS), 43 p.; 4. lvano Van Erp (NED, YAM), 38 p.; 5. Mathis Valin (FRA,
KAW), 32 p.; 6. Benjamin Garib (CHI, KAW), 25 p.; 7. Maximilian Werner (GER, HON), 24 p.; 8. Joe Brookes
(GBR, KTM), 23 p.; 9. Bradley Mesters (NED, KTM), 21 p.; 10. Mairis Pumpurs (LAT, HUS), 17 p

EMX250 Championship - Top 10 Classification: 1. Mathis Valin (FRA, KAW), 244 points; 2. Cas Valk (NED,
KTM), 231 p.; 3. Valerio Lata (ITA, GAS), 225 p.; 4. Ivano Van Erp (NED, YAM), 170 p.; 5. Karlis Alberts
Reisulis (LAT, YAM), 149 p.; 6. Maxime Grau (FRA, KTM), 144 p.; 7. Saad Soulimani (MAR, YAM), 143 p.; 8.
Francisco Garcia (ESP, GAS), 123 p.; 9. Nico Greutmann (SUI, HUS), 117 p.; 10. Maximilian Werner (GER,
HON), 83 p

EMX125

The First race saw the Swede Sandro Sols making a very fast start but Fantic Factory
Racing EMX125’s Francesco Mancini quickly took the command of the pack with Local
start Markuss Ozolins in third on the opening lap and RFME GASGAS MXJunior Team’s
Salvador Perez and Cole McCullough from Maddii Fantic by Milwaukee behind.

Perez went on the aggressive route to pass the Latvian in the opening lap but Ozolins came
back for more to take the 3rd place back with McCullough eying their battle just behind.
Red plate Fantic Factory Racing EMX125’s Noel Zanocz made a poor start but quickly came
back up to 6th on lap 3.

Sols showed a tremendous speed but could not maintain pace in front of Perez. Perez rode
past Sols for 2nd on lap 4 to chase after race leader Mancini who at that point was 5
seconds clear. Meanwhile Zanocz passed Brunet for 6th and rushed past McCullough for
5th few corners late.

A lap later and looking like on a mission to prove that he was there to keep his red plate,

Zanocz easily passed Ozolins and Sols to move up 3rd with Ozolins following in his wake.
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On lap 5, Perez had reduced the gap with leader Mancini to a mere 2 seconds and looked
faster than the Italian. In a good move on the inside Perez took the lead from Mancini who
seemed to have to not ride to his usual form as his pace dramatically went down.

Zanocz took advantage of that and moved past Mancini for 2nd to chase the lead but Perez
was looking strong. Perez’s pace was unmatched and constant as he managed to keep the
lead until the end with a comfortable 14 seconds gap on Zanocz 2nd. Mancini finished at
an excellent 3rd spot to give him a chance of another podium

Meanwhile the battle for the 6th place, Jarne Bervoets Yamaha Europe EMX125 MJC nearly
crashed when trying to pass Aron Katona but managed to recover somehow. Ozolins
finished strong with the 4th place in front of Katona and Bervoets respectively. Following
a bad start, young Dutch hopeful Gyan Doensen from Racestore KTM Factory Rookies
Team incredibly fought back to 10th from 26th place in the opening lap! The big

Finn Kasimir Hindersson displayed a strong performance to finish 7",

Race 2 started with FAE GASGAS Junior Racing’s Maximilian Ernecker leading the race in
front of local rider Tomass Saicans, Mancini and Doensen. The winner of the first race
Perez went down in the opening lap and crashed out of 6th place.

Red plate Zancoz again with a poor start in 14th but the Hungarian already turned up in
5th on the opening lap which gave him a perfect opportunity to charge to the front with
his typical great finish.

Ernecker started to pull away on lap 3, showing great control while Mancini and Doensen
started to battle for 3rd on lap 3. Doensen didn’t wait long to make a decisive move on
the Italian and moved up to 3rd. Mancini wasn’t to back down, mainly as he was topping
the podium at that time but his teammate and red plate Zanocz pushed hard ad passed
the Italian to move up to 4th on lap 6.

Meanwhile, Ozolins made a costly mistake for his podium chances as he nearly crashed

but lost several positions in the process and going 11th.
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Perez fought back after his fall to get back up to 14th on lap 9 as he showed great pace
and gain lot of time as he doubled his way through in the mid-section where no one else
of the pack would double this section.

Then Saicans, made an unfortunate mistake and crashed out of 2nd place and the race
altogether following an impressive run in second place. That consequently brought
Doensen back on the podium in 3rd instead of Perez, thanks to his now 2nd place. However,
this was short-lived as Dani Heitink from Yamaha Europe EMX125 MJC fell from 13th which
brought Perez up to 12th over the course of one lap with Saicans out too. From then on,
Perez consolidated his 3rd overall with a 12th place finish.

Despite a very good second race in 2nd, Doensen had to settle for 4th overall. Still at the
front, Ernecker remained spotless the whole race to bring his first race win of the season
for 7th overall.

Thanks to his impressive consistency, Zanocz came back up to the top step of the podium
with a good 2-2 to get in front of Mancini, 2nd overall with 3-3. The fight for the
Championship between Zanocz, Doensen and Mancini continues and will be coming back

in Maggiora for the seventh round.

EMX125 Overall - Top 10 Classification: 1. Noel Zanocz (HUN, FAN), 42 points; 2. Simone Mancini (ITA,
FAN), 38 p.; 3. Salvador Perez (ESP, GAS), 34 p.; 4. Gyan Doensen (NED, KTM), 33 p.; 5. Kasimir Hindersson
(FIN, KTM), 30 p.; 6. Aron Katona (HUN, KTM), 30 p.; 7. Maximilian Ernecker (AUT, GAS), 28 p.; 8. Markuss
Ozolins (LAT, GAS), 28 p.; 9. Jarne Bervoets (BEL, YAM), 27 p.; 10. Sandro Sols (SWE, GAS), 25 p

EMX125 Championship - Top 10 Classification: 1. Noel Zanocz (HUN, FAN), 232 points; 2. Gyan Doensen
(NED, KTM), 206 p.; 3. Simone Mancini (ITA, FAN), 204 p.; 4. Salvador Perez (ESP, GAS), 184 p.; 5. Mano
Faure (FRA, YAM), 176 p.; 6. Francesco Bellei (ITA, KTM), 172 p.; 7. Aron Katona (HUN, KTM), 133 p.; 8.
Markuss Ozolins (LAT, GAS), 128 p.; 9. Dani Heitink (NED, YAM), 117 p.; 10. Jarne Bervoets (BEL, YAM), 113

p
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SSP 300 Women's European Championship:

Natalia Rivera wins round 2 in Italy

The second round of the SSP 300 Women's European Championship took place at the newly
renovated Cremona Circuit in Italy. Facilities at the venue are still under construction
with new podiums being build preparing for the WSBK event in September.

The event covered both the Italian Championship for this class and the European. Riders
from five different nations and two continental unions participate on Yamaha and
Kawasaki bikes.

Tough conditions on Saturday for the free practice, Q1 and Q2, with the Spanish Natalia
Rivera the fastest. The combined qualification established Riviera in pole position ahead
of Italian riders Josephine Bruno and Nicole Cicillini.

When the lights went out, Patrycja Sowa made a lightning start from P4, moving straight

into the lead and defending the position for almost three laps, with a persistent Bruno hot
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on her heels in second. Natalia was lying third until almost the mid-race point, when Bruno
made a decisive pass on Sowa, moving into the lead and soon building a gap.
Championship leader Rivera wasted no time in responding and passed Sowa on lap seven
before setting out in pursuit of the Team Gradara Corse rider. Spectators were treated to
a breath-taking duel between Natalia and Josephine, who continued to exchange places
and maintain a very strong race pace all the way to the chequered flag.

Two laps from the end, a decisive pass through the final sector saw Rivera ahead of her
rival and secured her place on the top step of the podium. Second position for Josephine
and third for Sowa.

Thanks to this win Natalia consolidates the leadership in the standings.

Top five completed by Denise Dal Zotto, who was not quite able to achieve a top three,

and Cicillini.
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